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to make the new industry at Florence still more perfect, sent
Austin de Bordeaux, a Frenchman in his service who was one
of the leading workers in the Royal Manufactory, with sev-
eral other artificers, to the Emperor ShahjehanGS to procure
certain silices only to be obtained in India. These Florentines
while at the court of the Great Mogul suggested more artistic
designs for the inlay work going on in the decoration of the
new buildings at Delhi and Agra, introducing more delicate
floral patterns; while Austin de Bordeaux, instead of return-
ing to Florence, took service permanently under the Emperor
Shahjehan for this kind of work, being chiefly employed upon
the ornamentation of the palace at Delhi and the construction
of the Peacock Throne.04 And from this time forth the inlay
work at Delhi and Agra shows that resemblance which has
been mentioned to the pletra dura work of Florence. Thus did
Tuscany, even in her decay, still show power to influence
other countries far beyond her own narrow boundaries, and
left her sign-manual upon one of the most beautiful of the
arts of India.

One of the best arrangements made by Ferdinand II was
the plan which he adopted about the middle of his reign of
associating his three brothers with himself in the government
of the country, and giving each of them one branch of State
affairs to administer with almost complete authority, one
controlling militarj^ affairs, one finance, and the third political
affairs. MaLleis being well administered in each case, the
arrangement was both popular and productive of much good
to the country. Prince Mattias commanded the army and had
the management of all military affairs. He was a good soldier,
and had seen much service in Germany during the Thirty
Years' War, from whence he returned with a high reputation
to command the army of Tuscany. In addition to this office
he was also made Governor of Siena, where he became very
popular, and was more often there than in Florence. His
portrait by Sustermans in the Pitti Gallery shows him as he